
TYRONE GLEANINGS 
Volume 22 Issue 95                                                                               Apr-May-June 2008  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Maynard’s Ramblings: 
 
Grumble, grumble, grumble what a bad winter I had, every time I went out I had to rig all up, every 
morning had to shovel off the sidewalk, many times I sat by the window and watched my nephew 
plow my driveway and the hardest part was watching the petroleum fellow filling my tank with fuel 
oil especially knowing the price of that commodity.  Grumble, grumble, grumble, then one day as I 
watched the road grader truck go by making my road so nice for me to get out and travel about I 
got to thinking about my great-grandparents on my Mother’s side that came to this area in 1854.  
They came from Ohio in October by oxen pulling some sort of a cart or wagon with all of their 
worldly possessions.  They had 5 children with oldest being 9 years old.  My great-grandmother 
was pregnant with another that was born the following March.  The country was covered by forest, 
(no roads) they traveled by trails through the woods.  No way can I comprehend how they endured 
that first winter.  Where did they get supplies? What kind of shelter did they put up before winter 
set in?  Think of the wood that had to be cut just to keep the shelter warm for a family of seven.  
What about the oxen?  How did they shelter and feed them? Where did they get water? The 
questions keep going on and on.  I know my Mother told that her grandfather walked to Grand 
Rapids and carried supplies home before the railroad came through to Kent City. 
 
The family came through in fine shape although two didn’t fair as well as the others.  The oldest 
child, Edson, lived in the new settlement of Sparta and had a small business.  My grandfalther, 
Avonley, after serving in the Civil War came home and bought the farm and built the brick house 
where Eli & Donna Roberts live.  Charles bought acreage and built the brick house where Ed and 
Bonnie Robinson live.  Roayl, all I know about him is that he was shot and killed at Canada 
Corners by a Dr. Kuhn.  Ella was 18 years old when she went back to Ohio to work for her Aunt but 
was killed in a buggy accident and is buried at Republic, Ohio.  Emma was born in March of 1855 
and married Gilbert Hanna, a farmer of Casnovia.  They lived ½ mile south of the Junction of M-37 
& M-46.  Later in life they moved to Casnovia and lived with their daughter, Mae, and son-in-law, 
Archie haring in the house across from the present post office.  Archie was the barber in Casnovia 
and after his death, Mae moved into the barber shop until her death in 1953.  After Emma was 
born they had another girl, Myrta, who married Will Lauffer and they had a farm on what is now 
Fruit Ridge.  One of their grandsons, Lowell Johnson, has been a long time Tyrone Historical 
Member. 
 
So ends the story that makes me ashamed to think I sat around in the winter of 2007 & 2008 
warm, with a full stomach and grumbled. 
 
 
 
   



 
 
 
 

Please mark your calendar for the next 3 meetings at 1:00pm 
April 8th at the Township Office big table 

May 13th at our new place in the old Town Hall building (Hopefully) 
June 10th same place 

 
We have a new Treasurer – Ione Stark.  Nellie Afton asked to be relieved of the job and Ione very 
graciously took over for Nellie.  We all thank Nellie for the many years she served and the 
wonderful job she did.  Nellie is always the one to volunteer if something is needed and you can 
always depend on a job well done.  Thanks again Nellie!! 
 
We had a very successful renewal drive and many thanks go to all of you.  We especially thank 
those who contributed extra for the society.  This helps us in our efforts to preserve our heritage. 
 
We also want to thank George Warren and Doug Klein for going over to Rockford on a busy 
Saturday to help load a display case that Merry Barron worked to obtain for us -also to Maynard for 
furnishing the truck to pick it up.  Thanks to Mary Portell, her husband and son for coming down to 
the village office to unload the case and to the village for storing it until we are able to move into 
the old town hall.  Thanks goes to Harold Hall for donating an April 14, 1958 Sparta Reminder. 
 
A big thank you goes to the Kent City/Casnovia Lions Club for their generous contribution.  Thanks 
also for Ione for getting things setup at the old Town Hall for our March meeting and to Bob Brott 
for furnishing the program.  We had a good turnout of 19 people. 
 
Since the last Gleanings we have lost three members:   

*Mildred Weston passed away Nov. 20, 2007 at 94 years of age.  Mildred had lived in the 
area all her life and had been a long time Historical member. 
*Annabelle Felgate -age 80 passed away Dec. 20, 2007.  She was a daughter of Harry and 
Bessie Saur.  Harry was Postmaster at Kent City for many years. 
*Randall Clark passed away Jan. 9, 2008 at the age of 81.  Randall operated Clark 
Insurance for many years and was very active in the community.   

Our sympathies go to their families. 
 
 
From the Casnovia Herald March 26, 1915- 

A human skeleton was found on Mr. B.F. Jones farm that had been there for many years.  
No one knows who it was.  Old Mr. Sweet disappeared many years ago after selling 80 
acres of land but it is said he died in Arkansas. 
 

Kent City Journal May 18, 1916- 
 Wonder if the high cost of gasoline will decrease the church attendance? (sounds familiar) 
 
Casnovia Herald July 8, 1910- 
 Whitneys Best Flour @2.80 per hundred at the K.C. Mill. 
 
Casnovia Herald Feb. 12, 1925- 

For Sale.  Baby chicks from my good laying strain, Barred Rocks. Bring in your order early.  
Mrs. Mary Hills.  Phone 25-F12, Kent City. 



 



 
 
-L. Wayne Johnson of Maple Grove, Minnesota wrote this letter reminiscing of some of his 
remembrances of his youth in Kent City.  The letter is so interesting with a little history of Kent City 
that we are sharing it with all our members. 
 
 
Contributed by Bob Salisbury: 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 


