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Press Release
Dollar-A-Day Boys!
A Musical Tribute to the Civilian Conservation Corps

Escanaba based author Bill Jamerson will present a music and storytelling
program about the Civilian Conservation Corps at the Algoma Township Hall
on Saturday, October 18, 2008, at 2:00 P.M. The Algoma Township Hall is
located at 10531 Algoma Ave., Rockford, (just south of 13 Mile Rd.). The
ninety minute-long program is sponsored by Algoma Township, Sparta, and
Tyrone Historical Societies. The presentation includes storytelling, reading
excerpts from his novel BIG SHOULDERS, a video clip from his PBS film,
Camp Forgotten and playing original songs he wrote about the CCC with his
guitar. Bill is a CCC historian who has performed at numerous CCC reunions
around the country. The CCC celebrates its 75th Anniversary this year.

Bill's book, BIG SHOULDERS is a historical novel that follows a year in the
life of a seventeen-year-old youth from Hamtramck who enlisted in the CCC in
1937. The enrollee joins two hundred other young men at Camp Raco, a work
camp in Michigan's Upper Peninsula run by reserve army officers. It is a
coming-of-age story of an angry teenager who faces the rigors of hard work,
learning to cope with a difficult sergeant and fending off a bully.

The Civilian Conservation Corps was a federal works program created by
President Franklin Roosevelt in the heart of The Great Depression. During its
ten year run from 1933-1942, over a hundred thousand young men between the
ages of 17 and 25 years of age enlisted in Michigan. They planted hundreds of
millions of trees, fought forest fires, built state parks and county roads. The
camps not only revitalized Michigan's natural resources but also turned the
boys into men by giving them discipline and teaching them work skills.

In his talk. Bill will discuss his research methods, some of the interesting
enrollees he met over the years and many of the projects they accomplished in
Michigan. The author will be available to sign books after his talk. Former
CCClers are encouraged to attend and participate in the question answer period
after the presentation. For more information about the program, please call the
library at 616-866-1583 or visit Bill's website at: billjamerson.com.

(Bill’s book “Big Shoulders” was listed in the Historical Society of
Michigan’s “Chronicle” Spring 2008 publication)
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