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The Poppy Story

i Tlanders Ficlds the poppics blow
Betweon the crosses row on row
That make our place, and in the sy

L "Thes Jarks, still bravely singing, flv.
2 o
Péﬁ"'é W Searve heard amid the guns below,
"cu;ﬁ' W are the dead, Short days app
iﬁﬁ . We lived, felt daven, saw zunser plow,

Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders Fields,

Take up our guarrel with the foe;
o vou rom failing hands we throw
The toreh; be vours 1w hold it high,
IT ve breuk [ith with us who die
We shall oot steep, though poppies srow
In Flanders Fiolds.
-Crbneed Jokn MoCrae

lin November [9HE. The Ladies Home Journal reprinted the poem,
“We Shall Not Sleep.” now know as “In Flanders Ficlds,” by Col,
fohn MeCrae, A surgeon with Canada’s First Brigade Arlillery, Col.
McCrae expressed his griel over “Tow on row™ of suldier’s graves that
had died on Flanders” boitleficlds, The poemn beeame a eallving ory o
all whe tfought in the First World War,

Betore the pocm appeared in the Journal, Col, MeCrac died. 1iis
words lived on in Moing Michacl a Y MOA volunteer whe worked
with soldiers in New York City. To keep the message of the poem
alive, Miss Michael wore a red silk popoy to honor these brave men
and covisioned ihe poppy as a memorial s all vetcrans,

Her iden lo masz-produce and disiribute the flower throughout the
couniry cams o the atlendion of the newly eslablished American Le-
gion. The poppy was officially adopted as the national symbol of re-
membrnee by the Legion at their Cleveland Convenlion on Seprem-
Ber 29, [920. In 1921, during the first convention in Kansas iy,
Missouri, the Auxiliary added their suppuert and agreed o disiTibute
the flowers.

In 1924, the American | egion Auxiliary was given total responsibil-
ily for poppy production and distribution, The Poppy Program is now
one of the oldesi und most beneficial Awxiliary programs for veterans %
and has kepl the message of Cel, MeCrae's litlle poppy alive.







