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Maynard’s Ramblings:

How did you like our lovely Michigan winter? Remember in last fall's Gleanings | predicted a lot of
snow, in fact I’'m so happy over my prediction that I'm thinking of becoming a meteorologist. Move
over George Lessons and Bill Steffens! Now that I'm back down to earth let me thank everyone
that renewed their membership and all those that so generously gave extra to help support our
society. Without your support we could not keep going, thanks again. Despite the weather in
February we had a turnout of 19 — quite impressive.

As | have stated before our Historical Society exchanges papers with several societies. They are
all interesting and | wish more of our members would take an interest in reading them. Recently
we received the Algoma paper with a nice article about John Carleton Sjogren, Algoma’s Medal of
Honor Hero. When he returned from the second world war Sept. 6, 1945, Michigan Governor-
Frank Kelly proclaimed Sept. 14, 1945 “Sjogren Day. It was a big day of celebration in Rockford.
Lt. Governor- Vernon Brown presented John with a new 1946 Ford car from the people of West
Michigan and later on Oct. 12, 1945 he was presented the Medal of Honor by President Harry
Truman in Washington D.C. What really interested me was that our own State Senator- Harold
Saur was the Master of Ceremonies.

Sometime back Dora Haney of White Cloud called me and asked if we had any information on a
restaurant from the past called “Dora’s Kitchen”. In October | received a letter from Mary Matthews
in Florida saying she believed it was owned by Dora Strohmier and located possibly in the building
now called “Visions”. Mary sent a copy of the Gleanings to Dora’s son, Don, in Hempstead Texas,
but so far haven’t received any information.

Please mark your 2011 calendar for the next 3 meetings at 1:00pm
April 12, May 10, June 14

| will leave you with this. In 1976 Michigan came out with its first 3-color license plate celebrating
the 200™ birthday of the United States (1776 — 1976)). The four stars represented the four flags
which have flown over what is now Michigan: The French (1618 — 1760)), British (1760 — 1795),
Spanish Expedition held Fort St. Joseph at Niles briefly in 1781. It has been under the U.S. flag
since 1796. In the fall of the year when the migrants are here it almost seems that the Spanish
flag is still flying over Michigan.



Art Johnson one of our longtime members sometime ago told of his
Grandmother Johanna who was a very industrious and hard-working
woman, even in old age when she would visit her son John V. Johnson. As
she walked the six miles back home she would have a ball of yarn under
her arm and would knit as she walked. Her motto was “never make a trip
useless”.

In 1862 Mrs. Susan Wylie was the first school teacher in Kent City. In her contract she agreed to
open and teach school for three months of the year at $2.50 per week and board around the
community. In 1864 she was given a raise of $3.00 or a total of $13.00 per month but she had to
board herself.
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-Taken from the 1952 Sparta Sentinel Leader

Mr. and Mrs. Harrison were the Father and Mother-in-law of our
faithful secretary, Elsie Harrison.
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FOR SALE

FOR §36 you can get a bottled
gas installation with two 100-1b.
eyvlinders of gas. Phone John |
¥ent, 4791 Casnovia. 8-18-tfn
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This ad is from the 1953 Sentinel Leader
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This is a very interesting article from December 20, 1951 taken from our Historical files.
How many of these ladies do you know or remember?
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| was talking to a member of the Kent City community the other day. We talked about many of the
old businesses that have been a part of the Village for many, many years. One that immediately
came to our minds was the Kent City Bank. (Now merged with Choice One)

As | paged through some information in our Historical Society’s books, | came across an article
written by Vicki Saur- daughter of Melvin Saur. Vicki now lives in Oklahoma City. She has
probably forgotten that she even wrote it. | found it interesting and hope that you will too.

Kent City Much Improved: Our entire country was built on dreams, the dreams that our
founding fathers and their faith through God’s will, their dreams would come true. Throughout
history you can find thousands of goals that were achieved by America’s stubborn determination.
A good example of a dream come true in our own town is now called Choice One Bank, then
known at Kent City State Bank.

The very first KC Bank was started in the SW corner of AJ Saurs Store. Plans for the bank
building had been decided upon but the fire of 1907, which nearly destroyed the entire town,
caused doubts in the minds of the people as to whether or not the building should be built. It was
decided to continue with the original plan and the building was complete. The institution was then
known as the Kent City Banking Co. until 1910 when it was reorganized into KC Bank.

Long before the time of dial telephones, a portion of the upstairs of the bank was used as
the operator’s station. During the Depression the KC Bank was one of the Ml banks that were able
to pay all of its depositors all of their money, including interest. From the 1930’s through the
1950’s the library was in the bank and apartments were located on the second story of the
building.

The library was moved to the hotel so improvements could be made on the bank building.
KC State Bank increased its capital stock from $8,000 in 1907 to $12,000,000 in total assets in
1975. When we look at the remodeled bank bldg. we can tell that this was the result of a beautiful
dream.

Thank you Vickie for a most interesting epic of our Bank. More information will be in our next
edition about local businesses who are an important part of our community.

***When | visited with Mable Kriger a whole lot of years ago, | remember her telling me that she
and Robert lived in the upstairs apartment of the bank, the first year of their marriage. She said
that it was so cold that she wore her galoshes all day - all winter to keep her feet warm.
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—_. Here’s an old receipt from Frank Coalter’'s Tavern from Oct. 3, 1941.
=== When prohibition was repealed Mr. Coalter opened the tavern in the
-~ vicinity of where the post office is now located. As | understood the
w7 old-timers it was where a Saloon was operating before prohibition.
—#=. == During the time that it was not in operation as a saloon, Frank
i Green ran an auto repair shop in it.

. . | remember when Mr. Coalter built and moved into the present
" *=" building but | can’t remember the Year.




